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I. 	Purpose 
A. The purpose of this procedure is to control fire and explosion hazards associated with burning, cutting, heating, welding and other hot work activities. 
 
II. 	Scope 
A. This procedure applies to all personnel, including subcontractor personnel. 
 
III. 	Hot Work Area Preparation 
A. Prior to beginning any burning, cutting, heating, welding or other hot work activities, the area must be prepared so that the potential for fire is reduced or eliminated.  When the work area has been prepared, those workers who will perform the work must obtain a hot work permit.  The following guidelines outline the steps that must e taken to obtain a hot work permit. 
B. The area in and around the proposed hot work area must be cleaned to remove trash and debris. 
C. Cardboard boxes and other combustible material must be moved to a distance of at least 35 feet from the proposed hot work area. 
D. All flammable or combustible materials must be removed from the area. 
E. Conduct a “lower explosive limit” (LEL) check for flammable or combustible gases, if applicable. 
1. Equipment for this test is available through the Safety Department. 
F. Any electrical conduit, piping or machinery that could be damaged as a result of the hot work must be protected with a fire-retardant material such as A-cloth, tarps or welding blankets. 
G. All equipment in the hot work area should be locked out. 
H. Ensure any sprinkler system in the area is operable and is set properly to prevent inadvertent release, i.e., set high enough so heat from the hot work does not set off the sprinkler system. 
 
IV. 	Hot Work Equipment 
A. All gas and oxygen cylinders shall be equipped with flashback arresters between the hose and regulator. 
B. All hoses, welding leads, insulators and electric cords must be in good condition and protected from sparks, slag, etc. 
C. Only use a standard friction spark lighter to ignite cutting torches.  Matches or cigarette lighters will not be used. 
D. When hot work will be conducted in areas where other workers are nearby, welding curtains or screens shall be erected to protect those workers from welding flash. 
E. Vent hoods, fans or blowers shall be used to eliminate fumes generated by hot work, if required. 
 
V. 	Personal Protective Equipment  
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A. Personnel performing hot work shall be provided with the personal protective equipment necessary for them to conduct their work in a safe manner.  These items include, but are not limited to: 
1. Safety glasses 
2. Welding goggles for gas welding 
3. Welding hoods for arc, mig, tig, etc. 
4. Face shields for grinding and brushing 
5. Gloves and body protection (welding jacket) for protection from heat and UV radiation 
6. Respiratory protection where necessary for fume generation 
 

VI. 	Fire Protection and Surveillance 
A. Whenever hot work is to be conducted, the following shall be provided to detect and suppress fire: 
1. A 20-pound ABC dry chemical fire extinguisher shall be readily available in the hot work area. 
2. A fire watch, trained in the use of a fire extinguisher, shall be assigned solely to monitor for fire during hot work and for 30 minutes after the completion of work. 
 
VII. Hot Work Permit 
A. When preparation for hot work has been completed, a hot work permit request shall be filled out, signed by all persons who will be performing the work and submitted to the Superintendent or his authorized designee. 
B. Upon receipt of the permit request, the Superintendent shall inspect the area to verify that the elements of this procedure have been met.  At the completion of this inspection, the Superintendent shall list any special precautions that must be met, and sign the permit. 
C. Hot work permits are in force for the date approved, and for the person(s) requesting it.  Should the work continue into another shift with different personnel or on the following day with the original person(s), a new hot work request must be submitted and approved before work can continue. 
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This permit is required for any hot work.  This permit expires at the end of the work shift on the date of issuance. 
 
Company: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Responsible Person:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Area where work will be performed:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date:  
 
 
  a.m.   p.m. 
Time:  
 

 
	AREA PROTECTION 
1. Remove flammable or combustible liquids 35 feet from hot work activity 
2. Ensure proper housekeeping 
3. Combustible materials such as corrugated boxes, pallets, etc., have been removed 35 feet from hot work activity or protected? 
4. Electrical conduit, piping or machinery that could be damaged has been protected? 
5. Equipment has been locked out, as necessary? 
6. Sprinkler system, if available, is operable? 
7. Smoke detectors have been isolated, disconnected or covered? 
 
	DONE 
 
 

	N/A 
 
 


	PROVIDE ALL OF THE FOLLOWING BEFORE PERFORMING HOT WORK 
1. A 10 lb. ABC dry chemical fire extinguisher  
2. A FIRE WATCH trained in the safe use of a fire extinguisher and solely assigned to monitor for fire during hot work? 
3. Personal protective equipment as needed? 
4. Proper welding curtains or screens to protect against welding flash to workers or by-standers? 
 
	DONE 
 
 

 
	N/A 
 
 

 

	SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Post this permit at the site of the hot work 
2. Special Precautions (list, if none so state) 
 
	DONE 

 
 
	N/A 

 
 


The area and equipment listed on this permit has been inspected and found to be safe to start work.  I/we have read and completed the precautions listed above and agree to abide by this procedure. 

 

	(Supervisor) 	(Employee Performing Hot Work) 
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